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Save lives. Make hospitals safe in emergencles
WORLD HEALTH DAY 2009

World Health Day 2009 focuses on the safety of health facllitles and
the readiness of health workers who treat those affected by
emergencles. Health ¢entres and stalf ara critical life-lines for
vuinerable people in disasters - treating Injuries, preventing ilinesses
and caring for pegple's health needs.

They are cornerstones for primary heaith care In communities -
meeting everyday needs, such as safe childbirth services,
immunizations and chronic disease cara that must continue Iin
emergencles. Qften, already fragile health systems are unable to keep
functioning through a disastar, with immedlate and future public
health consequences,

How emergencies affect health

« More than 11 000 medical institutions were damaded In China's -
Wenchuan earthquake (n May 2008, forcing tens of thousands
of people to seek treatment elsewhere. ‘

« Current conflicts In Ethlopla and Gaza are interrupting primary
health services, such as immunizations.

« ‘The Indian Qcean tsunami in 2004 damaged 61% of health
facllities in Indonasia's Aceh pravince, and killed nearly a third
of the area's midwives, a major loss for women's health.

Building on success

Severa! countrles are working to keep hospitals safe, Improving
preparedness to protect lives.

« In Mexicg, trained evaluators have diagnosed the safety of 200
health facilities, identifying which facllities need improvements.
» Multi-functional Facilities for health, education and agriculture

were built in Bangladesh to aid rellef after ¢yclones and floods -
which saved thousands of lives after Cyclone Sidr im 2007,
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“s It 1opan, Pakistan and Peru, health facilities are now bullt to
withstand earthquakes,
= Hogpitale In Somalla continue to treat patlents during insecurity
to ensure health for all,

! World Health Day Is one of WHQ's most visibie opportumties to raise
awareness of global health prigrities. This year, WHO and
International partners wili underscore the importance of investing in
health infrastructure that can withstand hazards and serve people In
{mmediate need. They will also urge health facilities to implement
systems to respond to internal emergencles, such as fires, and ensure
the continulty of care. .

Events around the world will highlight successes, advocaste for safe
facllity design and construction, and build momentum for widespread
emergency praparedness - to save lives and improve global heaith,
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